
MERCY’S MEASURE 
“The Stone Rejected” 

 
     There is a new project being developed in 
front of the Rectory. Jorge Bravo is developing 
an Eagle Scout project that will make a “Peace 
Garden” as a place to sit and reflect behind the 
statue of Mary. As most of you know, peace is 
the stone that has been rejected in our 
community as Albany Park and Avondale have 
seen a rise in shootings and killings over the last 
month. Peace, of course, is the gift of the 
Resurrection, the salutation of Jesus to His disciples on 
Easter Sunday and the clearest sign of the Holy Spirit’s 
Presence among us. It is a gift that the world has never truly 
known, for the time of the “Pax Romana” was filled with 
skirmishes on the borders of the empire, just as the “Pax 
Americana” has been plagued by ongoing wars, invasions, 
and terrorism in our own day.  
     Peace is the stone rejected at the very core of American 
society: we were founded in rebellion and violent protest and 
that sense of rebellion and the need to protest violently 
plagues us even to our day. Instead of a country governed by 
honorable men and women as is envisioned by the 
Constitution, we have become a nation of political parties 
and ideologies at war within one another. We rejected the 
stone of peaceful and honorable government in favor of 
promoting greed, power and disreputable behavior. At no 
time in our history has that been more evident than in our 
current election cycle. From the selection of a new supreme 
court justice to the handling of mail in ballots, every 
movement, every action in this election has been an assault 
on fairness, honesty and the rule of law. We no longer speak 
of politicians who are good men and women. Instead, the 
fringes of society and those who sow division control the 
political and religious debate. The shadow of lies and hate is 
trying to cover the light of Truth in our country. 
     The Peace of Christ does not come because of a lack of 
conflicts without; it only comes from our relationship with 
Christ and from within our own hearts. If our hearts are filled 
with hate, then peace cannot be achieved. We do not need to 
be at war with others to reject peace; we only need to be at 
war with ourselves to reject peace. When peace is rejected, 
Christ Himself is rejected. Any party, any politician who 
rejects Christ because of their lies, their stabs at power or 
their greed is unworthy of office in this land. As St. Paul 
reminds us, the God of peace is with us when we strive for 
the true, the honorable, the just, the pure and all that is 
worthy of praise. 
     Today’s Gospel of the vineyard owner’s son being 
rejected by the tenant farmers and the owner’s final judgment 
upon them is such an obvious comparison to how the world 
has received the prophets and Christ that no one who hears 
this parable misses its obvious warning. Yet peace is the 
stone rejected time and again by the gangs in our community 
and even those who hold national office. We must not be like 
them. We must not cower in fear or be afraid to cast our vote. 
     Although the gift of peace has been rejected by many 
around us, let this garden be our first step to making the 
world we live in a little more peaceful, a little more truthful, 
a little more hopeful. Come and join us when we finally open 
our peace garden. Then pray for the strength to make peace 
the cornerstone of your life in Christ. 

     Peace, 

LA MEDIDA DE LA MERCED 
“La Piedra Rechazada” 

 




